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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Nagai 
et al. (USPN 2002/0159179), hereinafter referenced as Nagai. 

Regarding claim 1, Nagai discloses a voice recording and reproducing 
apparatus, comprising: 

a first voice recording portion (recording voice) which records an input voice as a 
main voice into a recording medium (column 1, paragraph 0005 and columns 1-2, 
paragraphs 0021-0027); 

a second voice recording portion (second operating mode) which inputs a voice 
associated with the main voice recorded into the recording medium, and records the 
voice as additional voice information into the recording medium to be associated with 
the main voice (columns 1-2, paragraphs 0021-0027); 

a selector portion which selects (select switch) the main voice recorded into the 
recording medium (column 4, paragraph 0110); 
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an additional voice reproducing portion which reproduces (reproduces) the 
additional voice information to be associated with the main voice selected by the 
selector portion (column 2, paragraph 0026 and column 4, paragraph 0108); and 

a main voice reproducing portion (reproduces) which reproduces the main voice 
selected by the selector portion (columns 1-2, paragraphs 0021-0027 and column 4, 
paragraph 0108). 

Regarding claim 2, Nagai discloses a voice recording and reproducing apparatus 
further comprising: 

an voice information recording portion including an AID converter (A/D) which 
converts an analog voice signal into a digital signal, a compressing portion which 
compresses the digital signal, and a write portion which writes the compressed digital 
signal into the recording medium (column 4, paragraph 0100 and column 5, paragraph 
0114), 

the first and second voice recording portions compressing the inputted voice in 
the same compression scheme, and recording the compressed voice (compress) into 
the recording medium by using the voice information recording portion (column 5, 
paragraph 01 14 with column 6, paragraph 0130). 

Regarding claim 3, Nagai discloses a voice recording and reproducing apparatus 
further comprising an operating portion to input a user's instruction, the operating 
portion comprising: as operation buttons, 

a record button and a reproduction button for the main voice(recording and 
reproduction buttons; column 1, paragraph 0007 and column 6, paragraph 0134); 
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an additional voice information record button for indicating recording start (start) 
of the additional voice information (column 6, paragraph 0134); and 

an additional voice information reproduction button for indicating reproduction 
start (start) of the additional voice information (column 6, paragraph 0134). 

Regarding claim 4, Nagai discloses a voice recording and reproducing apparatus 
wherein a recording time of the additional voice information is set at a predetermined 
period of time, and the second voice recording portion stops (stop) recording of the 
additional voice information if the predetermined period of time has elapsed after 
starting recording of the additional voice information (column 6, paragraph 0134 with 
column 8, paragraph 0172). 

Regarding claim 5, Nagai discloses a voice recording and reproducing apparatus 
wherein the second voice recording portion displays a recording integral time in a 
countdown manner until the predetermined period of time has elapsed from recording 
start of the additional voice information (counter; column 1, paragraph 0009 with 
columns 2-3, paragraphs 0047-0059 and column 6, paragraph 0133 with column 8-9, 
paragraphs 0183-0192). 

Regarding claim 6, Nagai discloses a voice recording and reproducing apparatus 
wherein, in the case where additional voice information associated with the selected 
main voice information is already recorded in the recording medium, the selector portion 
displays (display) that the additional voice information is in the recording medium 
(column 6, paragraph 0133 and column 7, paragraph 0155). 
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Regarding claim 7, Nagai discloses a voice recording and reproducing apparatus 
wherein, in the case where additional voice information associated with the selected 
main voice information is already recorded in the recording medium, the selector portion 
displays that the additional voice information is in the recording medium (display; 
column 6, paragraph 0134), and the additional voice reproducing portion reproduces the 
additional voice information (reproduce; column 5, paragraphs 0114-0123). 

Regarding claim 8, Nagai discloses a voice recording and reproducing apparatus 
further comprising an operating portion to input a user's instruction (instruction), the 
operating portion having a reproduction button for reproducing the main voice as an 
operation button (column 2, paragraphs 0022-0027), 

in the case where additional voice information associated with the selected main 
voice information is already recorded in the recording medium, the selector portion 
blinks a display portion (displays) which indicates that the additional voice information is 
in the recording medium for a predetermined period of time, and the second voice 
recording portion starts reproduction of the additional voice information in response to a 
press of the reproduction button during the blinking display (column 6, paragraph 0140). 

Regarding claim 9, Nagai discloses a voice recording and reproducing apparatus 
wherein the second voice recording portion, after the main voice has been recorded by 
the first voice recording portion, starts (start) recording of additional voice information 
associated with the main voice, and stops (stop) recording of the additional voice 
information after elapse of a predetermined period of time (column6, paragraph 0134 
with column 8, paragraph 0172). 



Application/Control Number: 10/803,941 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2626 

Regarding claim 10, Nagai discloses an additional voice information recording 
method, comprising: 

recording an inputted voice as a main voice into a recording medium (recording; 
column 4, paragraph 0107-0109); 

inputting a voice associated with the main voice recorded into the recorded 
medium (recording; column 4, paragraph 0107-0110); and 

recording the voice associated with the main voice as additional voice 
information into the recording medium to be associated with the main voice (column 4, 
paragraph 0107-0109 and column 5, paragraph 0115). 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jakieda R. Jackson whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7619. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 5:30am- 
2:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Hudspeth can be reached on 571-272-7843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



\ 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

JRJ 

August 13, 2007 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXA> fl,Mrr * 
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